Dnevni avaz, February 28, 2003

Bulldozer Committee Close to Its Aim

Fifty Proposals for More Efficient
Business

Regulations that impeded BiH development and more investments need to be changed

[P.9] In the next 45 days or less, the
“Bulldozer Committee” expects changes to the
laws that have been identified to create
roadblocks for business to go through
parliamentary procedure.

These 50 measures deal with issues from
founders’ investment for company start-ups to
trade of logs and export of this raw material,
“Dnevni Avaz” found out at the OHR.

Discussion with Politicians

As Benjamin Herzberg,

Bulldozer Committee Coordinator told us, five
international and more than 20 local
organizations, and several hundreds of
businessmen identified and summarized the
several dozens of problems, and made
recommendations for resolving them through
changes to laws, in order to facilitate business
activities in BiH.

“We want businessmen to address delegates in
the Parliament and talk about problems they
have and present ideas to remove them. In this
way, one of the ideas that brought to
establishment of the “Bulldozer Committee”,
which is communication between businessmen
and politicians would be realized,” Herzberg
said.

The second idea is to constitute the “Bulldozer
Committee” as a local body that will continue
monitoring the reform implementation process
that would facilitate position of the economic
sector and its efficiency.

“The Committee was founded on November 12
last year and its task was to establish 50
measures in 150 days that would reform
legislation and lead to law changes in order to
create better conditions for business

development. We have 43 days left to make
sure that changes really happen and that is why
on Monday we shall send a public invitation to
prime ministers in BiH to meet us and talk,
listen to our 50 proposed measures, evaluate
them and forward them to parliaments for
consideration, ” Herzberg announced.

Our recommendations

“We recommend that the rule that you can
establish a company with KM 2000 should be
effective in the whole of BiH, and that
individual investments can be KM 100. We
think that a foreign investor must not waste so
much time in bureaucratic procedures and that
administration employees should do a part of
the work. We propose that they send letters
and inform certain bodies that a foreign
investor started business in BiH, instead of the
investor visiting certain ministries himself,”
the Committee Coordinator said.

Ashdown and Terzic in a Bulldozer

As we found out, on Monday, at the same time
when the Committee sends invitations to the
governments for a meeting, the High
Representative, Paddy Ashdown and probably
the prime minister, Adnan Terzic shall drive
around Sarajevo in a bulldozer.

They have not finalized details yet, and
therefore they were not willing to talk about
this event in the OHR. Nevertheless, we found
out that they symbolically want to show that
the “Bulldozer Committee” starts the practical
work, after they identified the first set of
problems of businessmen that should be
resolved.
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