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Bosma s red tape bulldozer

i 'ByMark Inm:llcf : Herzb&rg, 33, whe grew up in Parm chDsenpqut)Gcl}' to injecta serise of ur-
P atid hag French and Israeli passports, gency {mto the matter. The last of the
SARA.IE\"Q Bosnla Hefzeguwna. engountered ‘so much. red fape:that he  chanpes was adopted by Bosni's three
WhenBen].ammHarzb-&x;,wncludﬂd in published his comic book in France. Parliaments on May 29, a month later
200 that the airkad gone out of the In- 'Thoughi frustruiing, -the: experiénce than Herzhérg had hoped, but menths
terniet bubble, he decided to'quit his job - has served Lim well A few months latst, — and potentially eais— earlier than i
at.a software company. in Neiy York Paddyﬁshdmm.thahlghrepresentaime, othét wise had haep thought possible, -
City-and folldw Hirs, wifs to ‘another hired him to tackle Bosnia's encrusted - “This man has made 3n ides into =
hizh-wire destination; Bosnda. -~ - niles and fedulations as an agent of the. faotastic reality, arguably the higest
To gay that Herzberg draded 5111mu mﬁﬂ-natn:mal somanunity, with the goal  success we have achieved in this coyn-
Alley of New Yook for Sniper-Alleyhere. of reforming the country's ecomomy, . try,” Ashdown said. i
doss ot quite capture his | ]UfJIEJE.‘j' Dj.;in, a British p-nlmcmn withan  “The besuty of what Benj has dome ia
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Serhian  gunmen - no' - that he has, for. the first
longer menace the main Hme, c.rcated theyoiceof a*
street in Sarajevo, Bosmia’s Herzharg suld ﬂm refurm agénda; hy civil-ggciety. heté,” he ad--
i ltal. These .days. Ehe - ded. *Pusinessmen now ju-
; e  for an ambitious hew- - using: his skills asa shuwman. terfice ditectly with the -
“‘ﬁi arrival hert s to-- fail L - ; . government.’”
i quietly < td sink without 2 ‘A scholarly-looking fe:l— s

trace into the guicksind of a cmmtr}r parfor acah:lryphrase,hndder:lared ita. loww Herzberg was not the most ohyious
that has soeeled up billions of dollars in speech that the anly way to Fweep away’ petson fo drive Ashdewn's bulldozer. .’
internattonal aid and frustrated for-  the bartiers to business p Bosnia would  The son of 2 garment dealer and au so-
cigners since 19905, be to botdoze them. B fail to Herzberg  cial worker, Herzberg views himsch as -
That” was almost I—lerzberg’s fabg, toturn Ashdown'e oratorical flourish in- . 2 businessman, :
After moving here with his wife, De~ 10 a workable progrant: Sipce late 2002,  “Tmnots diplamal,” he said. Indeesi. “wh
barahi Fsser, the chiaf of scaff for the in" Herzberg has dovised and’ led the “Budl- he complains that in Bosoia, “the repitla-
ternational commumity’s deput:.r high  dozer Initiative: 50 economic chianges to  tions are on bop of each other like -
repiesentative, he Tried “¢umic-book make Rosnii more business-fridndly. ~ some kind of disgnsting layer cake”
publishing, something he had : dﬂne His goal was to get the chenges - While be may need to polish his -
earlisr. passcd 11 150 dasns, a: ﬁght timetable | skills 4s a statesman, Herzhirg has sold
i | the refoim age to Bosnians by using

F his comsiderabla as g showman —

Pollsh and Czech banks cut %jﬁiﬁlﬂ
| rates to spur economles

Themmahvehasmupmsefmmln— s
. mmw Fomi: e B0y 3 the cotmtry abandoned cogrunism:

e : T 14 years ago. Record-low borrow]
Twe iocoming members of ‘the costs Helped, first-qesrter * prodwi)
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Eurbpead Unipn ot interest tateson
Wednesday to bu]ste.r faItcnng eco-
“nomic growth, .
‘  The céntral bank of’ P'I.‘.ll"m.d the
Ia.rgest eevnomy dmong the 10 na-
tions sef tg join: tHe European Union
-next Wy, cut its benchmark integest
vates for 2 spith Hnie this yesr amid
signs. of a slowdown The Monefaky
Policy Council. in Warssw reducer
the 3-day. intervention rate, tead fo
- adfust the amoimt of -mdney on the
_market, by a guarter percentage ‘pon:it
ko325 percent,
, The bank has cat ratés Z{J times
since. a sfries of reductons started

:garky. fr 2001, ‘when the sconomy

siipped mm its worst alm-.rdmn smm

MG thas qua&ruple from a ¥ear ago
withoul 2 negtive affact on inflation,
the targst mast witched by the cen-
tral bank. -

The Crech cfzntral hank i u.ftm—
torest iates Wednesday toa record,, F
ananth earlier: than -economists had
erpected. The benchmark tigo-weak
Iepurchase rate was reduced fir 4
Semndnmeﬂnsyea: by aquarter of g
pitcetituge point to 2.25,

-Beparately, Norway's centril bank
cut: benchmark'rates by a full per--
ceitage point to 4 percént amid sipns

“’gf g: the oil-Ach cconomy-has
gmuutl to 3 hall. Norwary, which i igmot
a ElVimember o caﬁd:ﬁate, Fh trim

rates futfher {Einﬂmberga AFP} I{I:I"Eiﬂxt‘g turned Adwlowo's badldezer

]
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matiphot intoile “Rulldnmct ot ksitive.”
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B
lish his
haz sold
:yusi.ng
h.}r Br-
4 when
duficns,
frovm 1e-

cal and foreign EZECIJHW*.S. even those
+who despair that the country will never
‘shetke off the 1egacées of a ciwil war and
‘a cotitrully planne COONG

© Mt's'very impottant, pnrtﬁmlaﬂy Be-
vanze it happened so guickly” said
Wollgung Wenzel, director of Volks-
wagen A"y plant near Sarajevo. o

By micbifizing the sapport of busi-
hesses and promoting the campaign re-
lentlezely in the news miedia, Herzherg
_wvertame the vested interests and trier-
Ha that wsually doom such efforts.

The changes, he noted, were ali
pusedby local Tisiness people, basegmn
the hitrosucratic buvdles they faced, 'I'hat_
mtade thenr lavder for pnhtu::ans o res-

- Int ot water dovrrn .

Herzb-eftg “was the firsr PeTSOR fmm
the internatipaal commmnity fo agk s
what our problems wore,” saifl Tomishy
Grizelt, who Tuns 4 Wastowater treat-
ment company in Sarajeve.

- The changes incinde such humdrom

migudnesand now

‘Hrarzh _said " he swoided morp
sweaping es — like zn overtimid of
“ithie tax s;:rslaem — becanse they cmild:
oot be achisved quickls, and because

dther organizations, like the Butopean
Uinion-or the Wordd Banlc J

- “Sgmé of the businessinen said, ‘T pay
oo many (azes™ Herzherg recalied.
“Wehad bo be realistic.® -

© Boule oritfes said that. by seth.ug Tts

Thiek
Hikive,”

ifems us easing s regulation requiring -

publishers w put bar codes on''not- have " felt -cheated.

fome woltld cunflor with the work of -

sights 1+:rw, the initiative df_'ﬁ.ralucd the

eoncept of ecanomic change. -
“Changing a few articles in g t-:m:-
miercial regnlation is net a refpam,” said

Senad Pecanin, the-editor of the weekly 4

magazine, Dani. *A-reform is changing
the consttutional strictire ™

Others, however, suy Bosnia. has to-

smrt sotigwhere. And some of the tegy-

latioms ate Jéss trivial than they seund.

For half a centiry, for example, compa-
mies that build factorics and office

hiilldings have boen required to pay a |

percettage of the ‘construction cost to
the city t¢ maint€in atamic biomb shel-

tirs that were rarely used, even during .
the civil war of 1992 10 1995, The HRey

is offen divertad to politicai parties’

“It is mmpfer.ely meaningless,” said
Stidjan. Presic; a businosstnan in the
town of Dobef, who preposed-eliminat-.
ing the fee, Presic, wha bailt ai office
for his new trading company; said he
would have saved ooly ghout $6000iF he
did not have to pay the tax. But he vould,
“Whenever

people talk to me abowt taxes, T feal fike
¥ ears ate growing, andl‘mtummg i

into a donkey,” he said

Mow, Horebarg is prepanng far the
next sef of reforms, which'he says mast 1

be pushed by the local people them-
selves, Given Bosnia's distal reécprd, hi
concedes that they could easity stall.

#That's a risk” hix said. “Buot weo have i

to allow paople tohuild their own Stite.’

We can't fust sa, ‘it will nover werk™ .
The New mrﬁnm Y e

- EU and U.S. tu bargaln at

Umted States havi agreed, mbegm : ;
i negc:ltl

tzavel markm . 5

e agremienthmthﬂmﬁoalnf
" | - maxmizing Benefitsfopr :ion,stxmﬂrs w,

L gidines ‘aﬂdcnmummtezon bmh -
“gidés of the Aflantic” {fe

| on both sides of the AfBintic in 4
) tospuxtak&crversmﬂur;}pesauhjm
" industry; European carriers will iose

; Eurﬂpean Arﬂmes said in hMay.

: ™ AFEINITIS SA France's iargos!: !
Y drugmake:l:, sdid Wedresday it wcruld ;

¢TI diabetes, Tt i3 in-fhe firsttwu of,

 three phases generally voquired for
o markem:g ﬁppmvnl.

Iast year in the Middle East and Asws -
Sag aalump -im, ﬁuanc:alma:kets, :
- acodiinting sehndals and pelitical

- 30 percent and credits to Asia

¢ gaid In its June statistical
L Tepart.
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EUROPL ok

‘oh trans-Atla niic. ﬂ:ght:s’
"' The Eurupuap Unibin ‘and the -

ns i the “eariy stums” fiy,
“ereate a comtifiion i:rans-mlanht dir ] e

“This is.an kisioric nppurtu mryfm
 hisild dpion the fearmdwar of msnug

o

S
Cunumssmn, the Elr's Ex'mutlw arrﬁ
said Inca statément;
The FU had called fur'talks Wnth, R
Ahe T35 onan “open skics™ accord. _—
carriers free ACCess . aimﬂr

s moehas $2.5 hillion this year : .
because of SARS, thelrag war and 5
slowing erotivmy, the Association of

(Blnnmberg}

payZealand Pharma A/S of . g i
Denmatk = much as $110 oithion for

zights o 4n experimental didbetes ©
drug. The prodact, 2P0, treats Tyge
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risky iovestmeits, the country's
eeuttal baok said, Lending by Dhotch
Jbanks to the Middle East dropped by
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